[A case of sepsis caused by BCG (Bacillus Calmette Guerin) after its bladder instillation in a 71-year-old patient affected by bladder carcinoma]
Sometimes the Calmette-Guerin bacillus can be used with success as local immunotherapy for superficial bladder carcinoma. BCG is a living attenuated strain of Mycobacterium bovis and therefore its biadder instillation may give rise, in some particular cases, to serious systemic effects, caused either by hypersensitivity reaction or by systemic dissemination in case with low efficiency of cellular immunity. We describe a case of sepsis in a 71-year-old patient after bladder instillation of BCG with a rare complication of granulomatous hepatitis. The etiological diagnosis of granulomatous hepatitis with PCR on liver biopsy is very important for the specific therapy before the patient can undergo a steroid regime.